Appendixes
particular. Despite the explanations already given in the several
on the subject which have been submitted to the General Assembly
and to the Security Council, misunderstandings and what, I fear, arc
misrepresentations, persist, in official as well as unofficial circles, publicly
and behind the scenes.
 2.	A report of this kind  is not the place to try to explain ivhy
there has been so much and such persistent and grossly mistaken judge-
ment about the withdrawal of UNEF. It suffices to say here that the
shattering crisis in the Near East inevitably caused  intense shock in
many capitals and countries of the world, together with deep frustra-
tion over the inability to cope with it. It is, of course, not unusual in
such situations to seek easy explanations and excuses. When, however,
this tactic involves imputing responsibility for the unleashing of major
hostilities, it is, and must be, a cause for sober concern- The objective
of this report is to establish an authentic, factual record of actions and
their causes.
 3.	It follows, therefore, that the emphasis here* will be upon facts.
The report is intended to be neither a polemic nor an apologia. Its
sole purpose is to present a factually accurate picture of what happened
and wiry. It will serve well the interests of the United Nations, as weH
as of historic integrity, if this presentation of facts can help to dissipate
some of the distortions of the record which, in some places, apparently
have emanated from panic, emotion and political bias.
MAIN POINTS AT ISSUE
3L Comment is called for on some of the main points at issue even
prior to the consideration of the background and basis for the stationing
of UNEF on United Arab Republic territory,
THE CAUSES OF THE PRESENT CRISIS
32. It has been said rather often in one way or another thai the
withdrawal of UNEF is a primary cause of the present crisis xa tb*
Near East This es, of course, a superficial aod over-simplified approacb-
As tfae Secretary-General pointed out £rt his report of 26 May 1967
to tie Security Corocil (S/7906), tbfe view Ignores the fact tbat tbe
isfrtotefcg basis for this and otfeer cms sfototfoo* i» tiw Hear B**
is ifce continuing Arab-Israeli conflict which has been present ail aloft?
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